Week 3 Rhetorical Analysis Planning Sheet
I. INTRODUCTION
Volkswagen was facing the difficult challenge of entering the U.S market. The Second World War had ended only 15 years earlier and the company was directly associated with Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party. Volkswagen had to come up with a strategy of establishing itself in the North American market, which was heavily focused on big muscle cars at the time. The series of Beetle ads capture its audience using emotion (pathos), authority (ethos) and reasoning (logos).

II. CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION OF ADVERTISEMENT
· Ad release date: Copy written in 1959, released to mass media in 1960. Location: North America.
· Target audience: People looking for safe, durable and affordable cars.
· Company: Volkswagen (Automotive manufacturer) 
· Ad details: Miniscule cars placed on white or grey posters with copy on white background. Copy carries different messages related to safety, price, durability, public perception, and supposed flaws of Volkswagen cars.

III. ANALYSIS OF RHETORICAL APPEALS
· Reasoning (Logos): Company uses transparency to drive home its message about the high quality of every Volkswagen vehicle.
· Character (Ethos): Save money and ensure your safety by purchasing the VW Beetle.
· Emotion (Pathos): Copy of each ad in the campaign is characterized by honesty and humor to build a connection to each individual customer.

IV. CONCLUSION
The Volkswagen Beetle ad campaign used a different strategy to that favored by rival automotive companies and most other organizations at the time. The ads place emphasis on the copy as opposed to the product. The aim was to communicate honestly and personally to people in the North American market and show that they could rely on VW cars to last them longer than other cars while saving them money. The Beetle ad campaign was iconic in advertising history because it discarded excessively vibrant colors in favor of a deep message that most people could connect with. 
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· http://www.ideascollide.com/2017/06/iconic-ads-in-modern-times-volkswagen-lemon/ 
